
OBT 3.0
New Headquarters 

Location

Breaking the cycle of poverty and inequity through 
education, job training, and employment.



OUR GOAL
We need to raise $260,000 to out�it our new headquarters 
with the equipment and furnishings needed to provide our 
services to individuals who come through our doors – but 
the only way we can do it is with your help.
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“Since our founding, OBT has been 
committed to the residents of Sunset 

Park and the surrounding 
communities.  This new location 
ensures that we continue to be a 

bridge between jobseekers and the 
employment opportunities that exist 

along the waterfront and beyond.”

- Dr. Liliana Polo-McKenna
CEO Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow

 
Learn more about OBT at 

obtjobs.org/history
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OBT was founded in 1983 by the late Sr. Mary Franciscus, an 
inspiring community activist, to assist Brooklyn youth who were 
unemployed and needed a high-school diploma. The secular 
program she established has always been focused on building 
skill and resiliency through education and job training, with the 
singular goal to carve a path to economic opportunity.
 
Our nationally recognized model has grown to six sites across 
Brooklyn and Queens, and it has evolved to include high-growth 
sectors such as the technology, healthcare, and the hospitality 
industries.

ABOUT OBT
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INTEGRITY
 

EXCELLENCE
 

EMPOWERMENT

Respecting our commitments, 
personally and professionally.

Pushing ourselves and one 
another to be our very best.

Positive change begins with us.

OUR PRINCIPLES
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OBT'S PROGRAMS

Youth Education
& Job Training

Helping local young adults earn 
their High School Equivalency 
diploma, learn job skills, and gain 
entry into work or college.

Serving the community’s foreign 
born residents through multiple 
levels of ESOL.

English for 
Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL)

Immersive-training programs that 
fully integrate participants into a 
speci�ic �ield. Those who qualify 
receive industry-accredited 
certi�ications in addition to job 
placement services.

Advanced Training

Internship 
Programs

Combining job-skills training and 
paid internships at a variety of 
businesses and organizations, 
including those who face 
additional barriers such as court 
involvement and foster care.

Immigration 
Services

Our sta�f o�fer services to those 
seeking residency, citizenship, 
and DACA renewals.

TechSTART
Medical Administrative 
Assistant
Masonry Technician 
Training

We provide thirteen di�ferent programs across our six locations, 
which are separated by adult (ages 18+) and youth (ages 18-27). 
All of our programs are guided by our mission statement and 
principles.
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SUCCESS STORIES

Levani Iaganashvili
Levani came to America from his 
native Georgia in 2015 unable to 
speak English and was concerned 
about �itting in. During his OBT 
cycle, Levani excelled in English 
class, so much that he earned “Most 
Improved” and an “Excellence” 
award in English. Levani recently 
completed his O�T exam and is an 
intern at Bank of America.

Kiana McCrea
With forty students in her Bronx 
high school classroom, Kiana 
struggled to get help from her 
teachers. Kiana eventually dropped 
out, but enrolled in OBT to complete 
her HSE. Within a few months, 
Kiana had earned her HSE diploma 
and got a full-time job as she waits 
to hear back from colleges.

Martha Lopez
When Martha immigrated to the 
United States with her 3 year-old 
son, she didn't speak any English. 
She sought a better life for her child, 
but was unable to communicate with 
his teachers or help him with 
homework. Martha began taking 
ESOL lessons at OBT and, within a 
year, could read, write, and speak 
comfortably. Now, she helps her son 
with his homework every night.
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OUR IMPACT

Years of operation

Number of individuals served

Participant completion rate

Earn credentials (HSE/Vocational)

Job placement

Job retention

35
15,000+

87%
72%
70%
68%
4.2x Increase in income

We are one of the leading workforce-development providers in 
New York City, receiving awards and other accolades, such as a 
proclamation by Governor Andrew Cuomo, and recognition as one 
of the city's most-innovative non-pro�its by the Center of 
Economic Advancement.
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WHERE WE ARE GOING:
SUNSET PARK

A�ter serving the Sunset Park community at 783 4th Avenue in 
Brooklyn for the past 25 years, OBT is moving its headquarters a 
few blocks away to 882 3rd Avenue.
 
Located on the 10th �loor of a twelve-story building in Industry 
City, the new location will enable OBT to continue serving the 
community’s residents through job training and education 
programs.

THE 
NUMBERS

THE 
ADVANTAGES

9,000+ square �t
5 classrooms
Completed by June 30, 2019

Access to 400+ employers
Program growth 
opportunities
Connect more Sunset Park 
residents to more jobs

The new Industry City headquarters

The new space will 
feature 

State-of-the-art 
facilities
Access to hundreds of 
local employers
Close proximity to 
various public 
transportation lines
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
In recognition of your incredible generosity and our utmost 
appreciation, we have reserved spots for you, your family, or 
organization to be honored at our OBT o��ices.

WALL OF OPPORTUNITY

$10,000+

$5,000+

$2,500+

Our most distinguished donors 
will receive naming privileges for 
a classroom (limited to 5) in 
addition to a gold plaque on wall 
of opportunity.

Gold-level donors will provide 
funds for our new location's 
computer lab and receive a gold 
plaque on wall of opportunity.

Silver-level donor funds will go 
towards out�itting our new o��ice's 
phone and security systems, and 
all will receive a silver plaque on 
wall of opportunity.

Bronze-level donors will contribute 
to the visual elements of our new 
o��ice: furnishings, signage, and 
connectivity. All will receive a 
bronze plaque on the wall of 
opportunity. 

$25,000+

Those who contribute the most will be honored on a wall that 
will be on display at our new o��ice. All who pass through the 
doors of OBT will know these people contributed to their 
success.

DONATION LEVELS
PURPLE

GOLD

SILVER

BRONZE
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YOUR IMPACT, OUR 
TOMORROW

Help us ensure that in New York City has the chance to 
access economic opportunity. With your contribution, we 
can continue to serve the community with education, 
employment, and immigration programs.

Furnishings

Computers, 
printers, and 

training software

Wiring and 
connectivity 

systems

State-of-the-
art conference 

room

Security and 
phone systems

Any amount will help us to continue bridging economic 
opportunity through job training and education. 
 
You can donate online at obtjobs.org/donate, by mail 
(addressed to OBT at 783 4th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11232), or 
by wire transfer upon request.
 
For more information, please contact Rebekah Cross at 
718-369-0303 or rcross@obtjobs.org.
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Want to stay in touch?
 

Follow us on social media:
@obtjobs

 
communications@obtjobs.org


